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Call for Presenters

September 10, 2008
To:  Potential Presenters / Speakers for 4th Annual LGBTI Health Summit

From:  2008 LGBTI Equality Summit Planning Committee

We are excited to announce that the 4th Annual Montana Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersexed (LGBTI) Equality Summit will be held on October 11, 2008, in Missoula at the University of Montana campus.  This year’s theme is, “Working Towards Healthcare Equality”.  The planning committee is currently seeking potential presenters in an effort to ensure another successful event.  Possible topics for workshops include, but are not limited to:

· Healthcare challenges for LGBTI communities

· Mental health issues

· HIV prevention

· Homophobia in healthcare settings

· General health & wellness

· Impacts of alcohol & substance abuse on LGBTI communities

· Smoking & tobacco addiction 

· Creating better linkages between healthcare providers and communities

· Identifying gay-friendly providers

· Resiliency and asset-based models for LGBTI healthcare

· Stress Reduction

· Creating healthcare activists

· Transgender & Two-Spirit healthcare issues

· Pediatric care issues for LGBTI families

· Role of spirituality in health and wellness

· Equitable insurance coverage

· LGBTI legal issues

As health educators, medical providers, policy makers, activists, allies, people with HIV, and members of diverse LGBTI communities, we have concerns about current political trends and health challenges that will impact our communities over the next few years.  We believe it is time to come together with a sense of urgency and collective power by engaging LGBTI community members, allies and healthcare providers as a way to enhance the overall health of our communities.  We are currently reaching out to attract exciting and valuable presentation proposals for this year’s summit.  We welcome your expertise, participation and assistance in these efforts.

Thank you in advance for organizing a session for the summit and filling out the following application.  As you do so, please keep in mind the following items:

1.  Our summit attempts to be different from traditional health conferences.  A primary goal is to create dialogue and understanding among providers and LGBTI community members.  We will be seeking sessions that align with this theme.  In addition, we also encourage sessions that are interactive, create dialogue and debate, and utilize other forms of engaged and active learning.

2.  We define "health and wellness" broadly.  Please consider sessions that involve issues of race and ethnicity; fitness, exercise and self-care; community development; holistic health approaches; the arts; and spirituality.

3.  Part of what you write below might appear in the program booklet for the summit.  Please choose titles that draw participants to your session and descriptions that explain the content and format of your session.

4.   We will be applying for continuing education credits (CEU’s) for social workers, attorneys, and if possible, other professions.  For the application process, we will need a vita (brief autobiographical description) or curriculum vitae (CV) from presenters.  Please let us know if this information will be available upon selection for presenting.

5.  Please note that summit presenters are expected to register for the summit.  Registration fees will be waived for presenters.  Registration can be completed online at the following website: www.mtgayhealth.org/summit.  As with past summits, we hope to make honorariums available for presenters, and as a community based organization with a limited budget, the financial health of the summit will be considered when evaluating presenter honorariums.  Please let us know if you will be requiring an honorarium.

If you have questions, please contact FDH & Associates at 406.829.8075 or toll free 888.713.4683.

APPLICATION FORM:

Title of Session: 

Name of Lead Organizer:  

Postal Address:  

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Background information on Lead Organizer:

PROPOSAL CONTENT:

1.  Give us a brief description of this session that we can print in the summit program (approximately 5 sentences):

2.  How would you and co-presenters like to be described in the program?  Three sentences please.  (e.g. Tom Kelley is a chemical dependency researcher at the University of Montana and has worked at St. Patrick’s Community Hospital and FDH & Associates).

3.  Time preference (no promises):  

60 minutes

90 minutes

4.  What audio-visual equipment and other items will you need us to provide?

5.  Describe how you would like to see the room arranged.  We can't promise anything here, and encourage workshop leaders to arrive 15 minutes early and set up however they'd prefer.  But we will do our best to honor requests.

6.  Suggested honorarium being requested: ______________________________

7.  Vita / CV Available?  
Yes   /   No    (please circle)

8.  Anything else you'd like to tell us about the session?

Please send all proposals so that they are received no later than September 24th to fdh@mtgayhealth.org  as both embedded and attached text or mail to FDH & Associates, P.O. Box 7984, Missoula, MT  59807 c/o Montana LGBTI Health Summit.
